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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLLiaMm T. PARSONS,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Unicyele, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription.

This invention is in the line of vehicles in
which the rider sits within and propels a sin-
gle large wheel; and the objects which I en-
deavor to attain by my construction are the
simplification of parts and rendering the same
lighter in weight, easier in operation, and
more praectical both in manufacture and in
use. These improvements I secure by the
constructionillustrated in the drawingsform-
ing part of this specification, and in which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation of my unicyele.
Fig. 2 is a sectional elevation of the same
through « « in Fig. 1, and Figs. 3 and 4 are
detail views of PdltS thereof.

Referring to the drawings, A is the rim,
preferably ptowded with a pneumamc tlrc
B are the spokes thereof, slightly tapering
for the purpose of increasing their resistance
to a bending strain, and C is the hub,in which
said spokes are rigidly secured. The shaft
D, rigidly projecting inward from said hub,
also made somewhat tapering to similarly in-
crease its strength, has depending from its
extremity the twin bars E. These bars are
revolubly mounted on said shaft and are im-
movably connected one to the other by means
of the short bars e, brazed or otherwise fixed
to each. DBetween the upper ends of said
bars E and rigidly mounted on the shaft D is
the sprocket-wheel F, and at the lower ends of
said twin bars E is a similar but somewhat
smaller sprocket-wheel H, connected thereto
by the sprocket-chain G. The proportion be-
tween said sprockets should be sueh that the
unicycle is geared down to what would be
known as *‘§5”—that is, each complete revo-
lution of the pedals would give arim velocity
equal to that of a wheel sixty-five inches in
diameter.

The pedals I are of the usual construction,
the spokes B being given a suitable bend to
avolid interference both with the pedals and
the feet of the rider thereon.

The hub C is formed with sockets ¢, into
which are rigidly settheendsof thespokesB.

forked post L.

(No model)

As it is very necegsary that the rider shall
be seated as nearly over the pedals as possi-
ble I split the forward end of the saddle L,
in order that the chain G may pass through
the pommel thereof when it is moved well
forward. The saddle-postL” issimilarly bi-
fureated for the passage of the chain, and the
ends of these forks L? are clamped to the bars
E, as indicated in Fig. 3. 'This elamping de-
vice consistssimply of the straps L!and clamp-
ing-screws L5 By this means the saddle is
permitted a vertical adjustment to suit the
person riding thereon. In the same way the
handle-bars I are adjustably secured to the
bars E, being thereby permitted both verti-
cal adjustment and horizontal adjustment to-
ward and from each other.

To protect the person of the rider, I attach
the guard M by means of the braces m to the
bars E and also by means of a serew m' to the
Said screw passes through
a slot m' in the guard M in order that the
same shall not interfere with the vertical ad-
justment of the saddle.

In using my unicyele the rider seats him-
self uponthe saddle, well forward, and grasps
the handle-bars, with his body so inclined as
to bring his shoulders somewhat in advance
of the shaft D, in order that his center of
gravity shall be near as possible in line with
the bars E. In this position the pendulous
bars E are retained in a vertical position and
the weight of the rider brought more nearly
over the pedals.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is as follows, to
wit:

1. In a unicycle, the combinatiou with the
wheel having offset-spokes and shaft, D, rig-
idly connected therewith, of the sprocket-gear
fixed upon said shaft near its end, the twin
bars, E, journaled on said shaft, one at each
side of said gear, but nnmovably joined the
one to the o’chel the pedal-shaft journaled at
the lower end of said twin bars, the sproclket-
gear mounted thereon betweensaid twin bars,
sprocket-chain joining said gears, the forked
saddle-postadjustably supported by said twin
bars, the saddle mounted thereon, having
split pommel, the guard, and the handle-bars
also adjustably supported by said twin bars,
the whole so arranged that the person riding
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the machine shall have his arms and upper
portion of his body above said shaft, D, while
his feet and legs shall come below the same
and counterbalance said upper portion of his
body, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. In a unicycle, the combination with the
wheel havingshaft, D, of the sprocket mount-
ed on said shaft, the saddle, L, depending
from said shaft in line with said sprocket
and having split pommel, I/, and the guard,
M, for the purpose set forth.

3. In a unicycle, the combination with the
wheel having the shaft, D, of the twin bars

journaled on said shaft, the sprockets and 15
chain located between said bars, the forked
saddle-post, L', adjustably secured to said
bars, and the guard, M, having brace, m, and
adjustable connection with said saddle-post,
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimony that I claim the foregoingin-
ventionI have hereunto set my hand and seal
this 26th day of January, in the year 1897.

WILLIAM T. PARSONS. [L.8.]

Witnesses:
Mary U. UrPHAM,
A. B. Urnam.
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